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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 


FeLLow Crriens or Ta 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY: 

As the chosen representatives of the people, you have con- 
vened to discharge the important functions devolving upon you, 
under the constitrtion, and it becomes my duty to communicate 
to you the condition of the State, and to recommend such matters 
to your consideration as seem expedient for the promotion of the 
general welfare. At no time since our existence as a State, has a 
greater measure of prosperity and happiness been enjoyed among 
the people, than during the year just terminated, and our grateful 
acknowledgements are due to the All-wise Disposer of events for 
this signal manifestation of His beneficence and guardian care. 

The Reports of the Secretary of State and State Treasurer show 
a balance in the Treasury, on the 31st day of December last, be- 
longing to the various funds, of $77,058.53. The condition of the 
several funds is reported as follows: 


The general fund was indebted to the other funds on the Ist of 


January, 1856, - = - 2 = + +8 13,946.88 

The deficiency of the late State Treasurer was - - $2,358.54 
The disbursements during the year 1856 from the general fund 

amounted to - - - - - - - 349,350.45 

Total, - - - - - $395,655, 87- 

Amount of Receipts during the ee 1856, - > - - 888,653.59 


LE 


Balance due other funds from the general fund, Jan. 1, 1857, 7,002.28 


EE 
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Amount of School fund in the Treasury Jan. 1, 1856, - 
Receipts during the year, - - z 


Total, - - - - - - - - 
Amount of disbursements from the School fund in 1856, 


Balance due other funds Jan.-1, 1857, - - 


$ 38,026.48 
- 88,090.28 
$126,116.76 
- 127,138,41 


oo 


$1,021.65 


Amount of School fund Income in the Mrpasuiy aai: 1, 1856, $ 17, 478. 98 


Receipts during the year, - - 


Total, - =- st = e - >- 
Amount of disbursements from this fund in 1856, - - 


Balance in the Treasury Jan. 1, 1857, -  - 
Amount of University Fund in the Treasury Jan 1, Tepe, 
Receipts during the year, - - - 


Total, - - = - - - - - 
Amount of Disbursements from this fund in 1856, - 


Balance in the Treasury Jan. 1, 1857, * - 


Amount of Receipts to the Univer ay Fund Income during the 


year 1856, - z 


- 187,754.58 
$155,233.56 
- 148,882.59 


ma eee 


- $6,350.97 


$ 3,725 78 
- 19,742.52 


SE Ee 


$23,468.30- 


11572.50 


ee 


- $11,895.80 


Amount due other funds from this Fund Ji an. 1, 1856, F 3,058. 10:. 


Disbursements during the year, ~ 


Balance in the Treasury Jan. 1, 1857, - - 


11,943. 19-$15, 001 29. 


- $i, 084 29 


Amount of Receipts to the evan Land Fund during the year. 


1856, - a 
Amount of Disbur eaten fom e find, > - = 


Balance in the Treasury Jan. 1, 1857, - e 


- $58,622.59 . 
- 714,20 


Seca, corer 
- $52,908.32 


The principal of the School fund drawing interest is as follows : 


i = yy 
Amotnt due on certificates - Š - - - 
“ “ «a Loans - i = a - 


Total, - - 2 - 3 2 ` 


$1, 615,270.93, 


392.673 29" 


$2,007,044.18" 


$16, 085. 58 
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: The interest upon, this sum for one year at 7 percent. -: $140,556.09 
‘To which add interest on school fund income, .- - - 16, 350.97 
Tota,  - =- = 7 = =- = $156, 907. 06 


‘The principal of the. SENETI fund drawing interest’ is as fol- 
lows: 


Amount due on Corlia tes - -= - = ~- $262,730.35 
gt yee “ 6 ‘Loans; ` z - - oP a 36 261: 20 
3 ee cee See 

Total, 7 5 t= $298, 99,1-55 

The Interest on this sum for one year at 7 per cent, is - $20,929.41 


The State Treasurer in, his Report announces that fifty Bonds of 
one thousand dollars each, heretoforé issued by the State, fall due 
on the first day of April next, and ‘suggests the necessity ot your 
making some provision, at an early day of the Session, for liquida- 


ting the same. I trust that this suggestion will receive your 
prompt attention. 


The Report of the School Land Commissioners, herewith sub- 
mitted, presents the followin g facts: 


The capital of the school fund on the 31st. of Dec. 1855, was $1,897,269.30 
“Increase of this-fund during the year 1856, +- - - 150,634.44 


Total i a of the school fund on the 1st of Jan, 1857, $2, 047,903.74 


The capital | of tie Univ ersity fund on the 31st. of Dec., 1855, $181,876.10 
Thcreasé’of this fund during*the yéar 1856, - ~- = 129, O11 25 


Total piil of the University fund Jan. 1, 1857, - $810,887 35 


I call your attention to the various recommendations i in said 
Report. ‘The unsafe conaition, in case of fire, of the records per- 
taining to the School Land office, merits your serious considera- 
tion.”, All the records of, the various State offices, are in like dan- 
ger of destruction. Some provision should be made, by which 
our records should be rendered more secure. 


The Report of the School Land Commissioners was only re- 
ceived the day previous to the meeting of your’ present session, 
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too late to give more than a hasty view of the subjects embraced 
therein. 


No Report has been received from the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, although frequent applications have been made 
for it, at his office. The statute requires all State officers to make 
their Reports to the Governor, on or before the first Monday of 
January,ineach year. I am, therefore, unable to give you any 
new information in regard to‘that most interesting subject—the 
Common Schools of the State. i 


The report of the Commissioner of the State Prison, herewith 
submitted, gives a statement of the affairs of the prison for 
the past year; to which I call your attention. The number of 
Convicts in the Prison on the 31st day of December last, was one 
hundred and eight. The current expenses of the Prison during 
the year 1856, were $27,384.66. The Commissioner estimates 
the current expenses for the present year at $27,000.00. ° 

The expenses of the State Prison have been large for severa 
years past, and are necessarily increasing with the increasing num- 
ber of convicts. I would suggest to the legislature the propriety 
of leasing out, by a single contract, the services of all the convicts, 
providing that they shall be fed, clothed and furnished with the 
usnal necessaries of life, by the contractor or contractors, who 
should also pay all expenses of guarding the Prison, and allow 
the State a reasonable compensation for the services of the convicts. 
This system has been adopted by some of the States and proved, 
in its results, mutually beneficial to both contracting parties. Tho 
compensation for such services might be applied towards the com- 
pletion of the buildings of the Prison, and to other improvements 
connected therewith. í 


The accompanying Report of the Bank Comptroller contains 
valuable information respecting the banking system of the State. 
From av examination of its contents I am enabled to présent the 
following facts: : 


The number of Banks organized, .and doing businesss on 
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the first Monday of January, 1857, was Afty. 


Their‘ aggtegate capital amounted to the sumof - -~ ..$3,290,009 00 
Increase of Banking capital in the year 1856, - =- - 1,820,000 00 
Amount arising from ‘the tax on Banking capital for me year: 

1856, -< - C. $37,564 09 
The present Banking capital will yield an anni revenue to 

the State of = = - $49.350 00 
The Bank Comptroller estimates the revenue for the present" 

yerat - - - - `= $60,000 00 
Whole amount of counteraigned notes issued and delivered to. 7 

“the bauks during the year 1856, - - - $906,823 00 
Whole amount of countersigned notes returned to the Comp- i 

troller for destruction during the year 1856, - . - - $109,870 00 


Whole amount of countersigned notes issued to banks, and 

outstanding on the first Monday of January, 1857, $1,950,967 00 
Whole amount of securities on deposit, on the first Monday ; 

of January, 1857, to secure the rodampian of outstand- 

ing notes, = - o . As _ 7 - $2,208,476 00 


¢ 


It would appear, from the preen condition of the Banks of the 
State, that our Banking system has fully realized the expectations 
' of its friends, and deserves the confidence of the public, both at 
home and abroad. The fact that several of our banks have’ been 
closed up without any loss to the bill-holder, all their circulating 
notes haying been promptly redeemed, is in itself the highest evi- 
dence of its security. 


Your attention is ‘soligited to the accompanying report of the 
Regents of the State University. It appears that the whole num- 
‘ber ‘of students in attendance, during the past year was one hund- 
red and sixty-nine; that several new departments have been estab- 
lished during the past, and others are to be created during the 

' present year; and that the cost of tuition and board of students 


have been reduced so as to bring the benefits of the Institution . 


within the reach of all; while the proposed organization of the 
' Law School, and the department of Civil Engineering, promises: to 
add largely to its‘facilities for practical instruction. 

The annual report of the Trustees of the Wisconsin Institute for 
‘the education ofthe Deaf and Dumb is herewith transmitted. The 
Institute gives evidence of an able and economical administration 
-of its effairs, and is in a flourishing condition. The rapid acces- 
sions to the number of its pupils, renders necessary the early erec- 


een ee 
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tion of the main building, and the propriety.of an-appropriation of 
„Such a sum from the public treasury as shall be deemed sufficient 
‘for that purpose, is a matter urged upon your, consideration. iA 

» Your attention is called to the able.report of the Trustees of the 
Wi isconsin Institute for the blind. The previous ‘appropriations to 
this Institution have been sufficient nearly to “complete a spacious 
‘aud beautiful edifice, and the Trustees now ask an- additional ap- 
propriation ‘to finish and turnish it in a pro er manner, and to im- 
prove ‘the grounds; A liberal policy should be observed towards 
Institutions of this character. © 

_ The report of the State Historical Society exhibits, a very. favo- 
rable condition of its affairs, The number of volumes in the ‘Li- 
brary, has been increased, from fifty, i in 1854, to 9,115, in 1856, and 
to 3120 ‘on the first day of January 1857, besides ‘a large 
number of maps and engravings, and a fine collection ‘of oil 
paintings, chiefly portraits of early Pioneers, and prominent men, 
together with many valuable memorials of our early history. The 
society is already, in the extent and value of its acquisitions, su- 
perior to any west of the Alleghanies ; itis a worthy object of State 
pride; and the suggestion of the report in relation to some pro- 
vision for the publication of its transactions, in a more creditable 
and permanent form, merits our consideration. 

In pursuance, of the provisions of an act to revise the General 
Statutes of the State, pasged at the last session of the Legislature, 
I have appointed John F. Potter, Samuel J. Todd and Billie. Wil- 
Hams, Commissioners for that purpose. 

Among the subjects which I desire to lay before you, for your 
gonsideration, none seems more important than the ‘adoption 
of such measures as will tend to diminish the excessive amount 
of special legislation which is demanded of each successive 
session of the legislature. A young and „growing common- 
wealth, like our own, undoubtedly, demands more legislation of 
this character than the older states; but the objects sought, to be 
accomplished thereby, are, in a large majority of instances, equally 
attainable under general laws, and the course of past legislatures, 
in acceding to almost every application for special legislation, is 
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in plain contravention of the clause of the constitution which pro- 
vides that “corporations without banking powers may be formed 
-ander general laws, but shall not be created by special act, except; for 
municipal purposes, and in cases where, in the judgment ofthe legis- 
,dature, the objects of the corporation cannot be dilained under general 
laws” A compliance with this prov ision of the constitution would 
greatly ‘shorten the sessions of the legislature, and diminish the 
expenses of the State. Nearly two-thirds of all the legislation, of 
past sessions might have been attained through general laws, and 
yet, inno instance has the ‘legislature reused to entertain business 
of a private and local nature, though clearly jn violation of the 
spirit and letter of this clause of the constitution: ‘When the 


objects sought,to be reached by a special act fall manifestly within ‘ 


the scope of some general law, already existing, or whieh might 
be passed, it is, in my opinion, the duty of the legislature inthe 
one case, to leaye them to be accomplished under the existing 
statute, and in the other, to devise a general law, meeting tlie case 
in question, and all others of a similar character. In this anner, 
it would seem that not only a large ‘and unnecessary expense 


might be avoided, but the evil results.of special privileges and . 


monopolies, which the species of legislation complained.of tends 
.to beget, might be averted. ; 

‘I will submit, for your consideration and determination, Aue 
er or not, at this late day, when the. State is covered) with .a net- 
work of lines of chartered. railroads, created’ by special acts; it is 
advisable to pass a general railroad law. ` -That such a measure 
should have been passed, immediately after the adoption of the 
constitution is, I think, undeniable, and I am still of tle opin- 
ion that its passage, even now; “eu be proguchie of: more or 
„dess good. poe : 

‘ There is now upon his statute book, a general plank road law, 
but it has, through the.disregard of ‘the legislature, hitherto been 
a mere dead letter, and special chaiters have been passed at: ‘every 
session, in large numbers. If the general law þe: defective, it 
should be;amended and perfected, and, ‘hereafter; all -plank road 
oupa compelled to organize under its provisions. 

A 


Lemerre hed ead da ma wi rt Aea i Nt 
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i 


30 GOVERNORS MESSAGE. 


The special charters of rail and plank roads alone, aceupy over 
three hundred and fifty pages of the laws of 1853, and the vol- 
umes of session laws of each succeeding year have been burthened 
by them. 

The attention of the legislature is largely oceupied by local 
matters, over which the county boards of supervisors for the sev- 
eral counties have concurrent jurisdiction, and upon which those 
bodies are far better prepared to act understandingly, and i in ac- 
cordance with the wishes and interests of the people immediately 
affected by such legislation, than the legislature can be. I would, 
sheresore, recommend, as a matter of economy on the part of the 
State, and of expediency on the part of the several localities re- 
quiring such legislation, that it be left to the action of the local 
legislatures—the county boards of supervisors. : 

The Legislature have also entertained business such as vacating 
streets and village plats, the disposition of which is at least equally 
within the jurisdiction of the courts. The right of the Legislature 
to exercise this power is doubtful, and I consider its exercise, con- 
ceding that the power exists, unwise and unsafe, without previous 
notice to the parties interested. 

Entertaining these views, | would earnestly recommend that the 
Legislature act upon no measures, the purpose of which can be 
attained under “general Jaws;” which come within the jurisdic- 
tion of the County Boards of Supervisors, or of any of the Courts 
of the State; or which may be properly disposed of by the Sec- 
retary of State, acting in the capacity of State Auditor as hereinaf- 
ter recommended. By adopting this course, the State will avoid, 
not only the expenses of protracted sessions of the Legislature, but 
save a large sum arising from the incidental expenditures attendant 
upon such sessions, and from the publication of a mass of Jaws of 
no interest or consequence to any but a few private individuals. 
Several years experience in the legislation of the State, have fully 
satisfied me that the only practicable method of securing short 
sessions, and a consequent reduction in the public expenditures, 
is to be found in faithfully carrying out the views here briefly sug- 
gested. 


& 
re. 
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The legislature, should they deem it expedient, to adopt any of 
the general laws herein recommended, might, in some instances, 
instruct the Revisers of the Statutes, to incorporate them in their 
report, thus obviating the necessity of consuming the time of the 
present session in passing upon such acts in detail. 

Another evil which may be appropriately mentioned in this con- 
nection, is the propensity manifested by past Legislatures for con- 
tinually amending, repealing. and re-enacting the general laws of 
the State, leading to great confusion and uncertainty in the laws, 
and giving rise to frequent and unnecessary litigation. The gen- 

„eral statutes should only be amended when there is a manifest de- 
fect to be remedied, or a manifest good to be accomplished thereby. 

Scetion two of article four of the Constitution provides that the 
Secretary of State shall be “ex officio Auditor;” evidently intend- 
ing that the Legislature should confer npon that officer a general 
authority to audit and allow a certain class of claims against the 
State. Notwithstanding tltis provision, however, the Legislature 
have, in most instances, exercised this entire power themselves. 

The following are respectively the number of Acts of appropri- 
ation passed during the last four sessions : 


Session of 1853, - = -> >- ta -= = 28 
(13 46 1854, = - 2 . = E A ns z 255 
“8 1855, e «oZ = 2 2 = 2 = = = = = MI 
“u “u 1856, 195 


Much'time is occupied in'acting upon these appropriations, ma- 
terially protracting the sessions, while a very great proportion of 
such claims would properly come under thé disposition of the 
Auditor. I would therefore recommend, that power be conferred 
-on the Secretary of State to audit and allow all accounts against 
‘the State, where the amount due may be accurately ascertained by 
computation, and in such other cases as may seem to you advisa- 
ble, placing thatofficer under such additional restraints ana guards 
‘as will secure the State against an abuse of the trust thus confided. 
By adopting this course, legislative expenditures would be 
sensibly diminished, and the public interests better protected than 
under the present system. 
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The expenses for stationery and postage furnished to the 
several State officers, and to the legislature, has greatly in- 
creased during the past few years, and various abuses are 
growing up under the present system. It would be a mat- 
ter of economy, and at the same time probably, quite as satistac- 
tory to the persons entitled to these perquisites, to receive, in lieu 
thereef, a sum of money sufficient to make their own purchases. 
The quality of the stationery purchased for the State is almost in- 
variably complained of by those receiving it, All complaints of 
this character might be thus obviated, and the annual saving to 
the State would amount to several thousands of dollars. 

The Commissioners appointed by the Act of the Legislature, ap- 
proved October 2d, 1856, to hear and determine the claim of An- 
drew Proudfit, growing out of his contract with the State, for the 
erection of a Lunatic Asylum, after a foll hearing of the proofs and 
allegations of the parties, awarded the sum of $7,482 to Mr. Proud- 
fit. This award, by the terms of the Act is final and conclusive 
between the partics. This vexed matter being thus disposed of, 
immediate steps should be taken for the erection of asuitable asy- 
lum for the Insane. The present condition of that unfortunate class 
of our citizens, renders such early and efficient action, on your 
part, an obvious duty. Many of them are unable, through a lack 
of requisite means, to find a refuge in foreign asylums. Such are 
now contined for safety in prisons und poor houses, eking ont a 
wretched existence, destitute of all the comforts and all the appli- 
ances which modern philanthropy and science have devised for 
the amelioration of.their condition, and their ultimate reclamation. 
I therefore trust that the subject will receive your early attention, 
and that you will adopt measures for the speedy erection of an 
asylum of sufficient dimensions to meet the wants of the State. The 
late Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum purchased one hundred 
and four acres of land on the North shore of lake Mendota, near 
the city of Madison, for the site of the Asylum then contemplated. 
The grounds thus selected are finely adapted for the purpose, occu- 
pying a high and salubrious situation, and commanding a prospect 
of beautiful and diversified scenery. There are building materials 
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already upon the site, of the value of ten thousand dollars, furnish- 
ed by Mr. Proudfit,under his contract, and which have subsequent- 
ly- become the property of the State, in the final settlement with 
that gentleman. The State. having acquired the property in ques- 
tion, it can still be made available in the erection of an asylum. 


An appropriation should be made to supply, in some measure, 
the deficiencies, both'in ihe law and miscellaneous departments of 
the State Library. I would recommend an appropriation for this 
purpose, and also a standing. appropriation of such a sum as you 
may deem sufficient, ror: the purchase of such new law and miscet- 
laneoiis works as should find a place in a permanent public library:. 

Great complaint has been made in regard to the publication of 
the Session laws. The legislature have now convened prior to the 
publication and disthibution ofthose of the last session. Some pro- 
vision should be made for the early publication and the more 
prompt distribution of all general laws. 


The time for theseveral State officers to make their Annual 
Reports i is now fixed by law on the first Monday in January. This 
is‘so near the period of the annual assembling of the legislature, 
that it is impossible to procure their publication, in a printed 
form, by the opening cf the session, The legislature are usually | 
compelled, in consequence, to wait several weeks before'they can 
be prepared to act un erstandingly upon the information and 
recommendations contained in these documents. It is therefore 

„Qesirable that an earlier ‘day should be designated for making 
these reports, changing the commencement of the fiscal year; or’ 
that the time fix@d for the meeting of the legislature shculd be- 
‘pos‘poned, so as to afford a reasonable interim tor their pnblica- 

tion. Such a charge would tend to facilitate lepislatire business. 


There is universal complaint of the present mode of assessing 
the taxable property | of the State, as defectiv e, unequal and un- 
just. The statute requir es the assessor of each town or ward to. 
assess the taxable real or personal property. in his respective town 
or ward at its full cash value. Notwithstanding this requirement, : 
a large proportion of the personal property of the State remains 


Be ee 
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unassessed, while real-estate, on tke average, is assessed at not — 


over one-fourth of its actual cash value. 


I invite your attention to the subject, trusting that you may be 
able to devise some amendment to the existing statute which will 
insure hereafter a just and true assessment of real and personal 
property. Under the present system of unequal and false assess- 
ments, a grossly erroneous and inadequate idea is conveyed of the 
actual wealth and resources of the State. 


The General Government has for-several years past withheld 
the amount due on the five per centum of the nett proceeds ari-ing 
from the sale of government lands situated within this State, 
alleging that there is an unsettled claim against the State, grow- 
ing out of the disposition of a previous grant of lands. The 
amount thus withheld is estimated, in round numbers, at $250.000. 
I would recommend that the legislature memorialize Congress on 
the subject of passing an act to release the State from the alleged 
claim against it, in order that we may obtain the money to which 
the schoo! fund is justly entitled. During the past year, I thade 
an earnest effort to effect a settlement of We matter, but without 
avail, and am convinced that some action, on the part of the legis- 
lature, as here recommended, is the only practicable method of 


‘accomplishing the object desired. 


During the past year, I have made repeated applications to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, to canse patents to be 
issued to the State for the Swamp and Overflowed lands, in order 
to perfect the title of the State to the same. The result has been 
that patents have been received at this Departmert, chiefly during 


pn 


the past three months, for 1,477,551 49-100 acres of such lands. . 


The amount of swamp and overflowed lands already selected is 
1,649,919 81-100 acres. The whole amount to which the State will 
ultimately be entitled under this grant will not fall far short of 
two millions five hundred thousand acres. I have caused to be 
forwarded to the Registers of Deeds of the several counties of the 
State, a descriptive list of the swamp and overflowed lands in their 
respective counties. A portion of these lands are cqual in value 
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to any in the State, and the grant, as a whole, is one of the most 
munificent ever received from the General Government. 

“In disposing of its lands, I deem it advisable for the State, by 
every practicable method, to give preference to actual settlers, and 
to.use its inflnence to induce the General Government to adopt, a 


similar policy. The facilities afforded, speculators at present, for, 


obtaining possession of large tracts of wild land, operates to .the 
prejudice of the best interests of the State. It discourages the im- 
migration of the most desirable order of settlers—farmers of mode- 
rate means, who constitute the great productive class ofthe country, 
—and thus a large extent of territory is often left uncultivated and 
unproductive for years. 

. The experience of the past would seem to suggest the necessity 
of protecting the ballot-box, by the enactment of more stringent 
penal laws for that purpose. All persons detected in devising, - 
manufacturing or uttering forged or fraudulent election returns, or 
in any other manner endeavoring, knowingly, to defeat the will 
of the majority of the electcra, constitutionally expressed through 
the ballot-box, should be severely punished. The security of the 
right of suffrage, to rich and poor, to the weak and the powerful 
alike, and the maintenance of the ballot box, as a gennine index 
of the sentiments of the majority, are matters of vital moment in a 
government like ours, based upon the popular will, and whose 
firmest support is in the affections of the people. Let their confi- 
dence in the ballot-box, as an exponent of the real will of the ma- 


jority, be destroyed, and the most disastrous consequences would ` 


inevitably follow. 

At the last session of the legislature, an Act was passed, entitled 
An Act “to sectire the enlargement and immediate completion of 
the Improvement of the navigation of the Fox and Wisconsin riv- 
ers, and the payment of the scrip and other evidences of indebted- 
ness issued by the State on account of the same, and for the protec- 
tion of the settlers on the even sections, &c,” approved, October 
3d, 1856. 

The Fox and Wisconsin River Improvement Company, having 
accepted the Actin due form, and within the specified time, in 
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pursuance of its provisions, have deposited with Alexander Mitch- 


ell, of the city of Milwaukee, by my direction, and subject to the 
order of the Governor of the State, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars of their first bonds, issued in conformity to sections threo 


atid fifteen, of the above mentioned act, as security to the settlers ` 


upon the even or reserved sections of the Fox river grant, who’ 
have purchased of the company and paid their money for portions 
of these lands, 

I am happy to state that the company have entered in earnest 


upon the work of completing the Improvement. The contracts 


for the entire work between Portage City and Green Bay have 
already been let to responsible parties, and are to be completed 
at an early day, in the manner provided ‘hy the act of 1856. Tho 
character of the men now having charge of this Improvement is 
such as to give assurance of its speedy and faithful completion ; 
and, when completed, it will open one of the most busy thor- 
oughfares ofinland commerce in the north-west,becoming a source 
of profit to those who have invested their capital in the euterprise, 


and an important agency in contributing to the wealth and great- 


ness of the State. 
Our various railroad interests will claim a portion of your at- 
tention. Lines of road have been projected to nearly every por- 


tion of the State, and those contemplated or in process of construc-. 
tion, exhibit a healthy and prosperous condition. No State in the 


Union has offered greater inducements for the investment of cap- 


ital in these enterprises than our own, and the happy consequet . 


ces are evinced in their rapid advancement during the past year. 
Two roads traversing nearly the entire State, from north to south, 
and penetrating the rich mineral regions upon Lake Supefior, 
and the extensive pineries of Northern Wisconsin, have already 
been commenced, and their completion at an early day is insured 
by the recent liberal donation of valuable lands to aid in their 


construction. The work upon several roads crossing the State’ 


from east to west, and connecting Lake Michigan with the Missis- 
sippi, is being pushed forward with vigor. One of these will bo 
completed in a few months at the farthest, and their influence has 
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already impar ted afresh impulse, to every department of trade 
and industry. Our soil is rich, productive, and easily cultivated ; 
our climate as salubrious and healthful, as any upon the, continent ; 
and with our rapidly increasing facilities for intercommunication 
at home, and our direct rail road and water communication, both 
with the Atlantic States and those bordering on the Gulf of Mexi- 


. co, the cause of our swift advancement and present prosperity, as 


well as the earnest of their continuance, are alike apparent. In 
view of these facts, a liberal policy should be pursued towards our 


‘railroad enterprises, and every encouragement given them, consist- 


ent with prudence, and the public interests. 

The reports from the mineral districts of the State during the 
past year, have been extremely favorable. The yield of lead at 
many of the diggings has been largely augmented, the result of 


the application of more scientific and thorough modes in working | 


the mines. The mineral treasures that underlie our soil are never- 
theless, as yet, but in the infancy of their development. With the 
capital and energy now enlisted in this branch of productive indus- 
try, seconded by your fostering care, Wisconsin must soon rank 
among the first of the mining States of the Union. The propriety 
of continuing and completing the Geological survey will ba among 
the subjects that will come before you, for your consideration. In 
addition to lead, extensive and valuable mines of zinc, iron, cop- 
per, etc., are known to exist within our borders. A geological 
survey would largely benefit the agricultural interests, by disclos- 
ing the different character of soils and their adaptability to certain 
crops; would determine the extent of our mineral wealth; point 
out the different’ kinds of rocks, and their respective positions ; 


give an intelligent direction to mining enterprises ; and furnish a 


large mass of valuable scientific information, aecessible to all, 
which cannot be otherwise obtained. The development of our 
mineral resources will tend greatly to increase the wealth and im- 
portance of the State, will diversify industry, and create a valuable 
home market for our agricultural productions. The measure of 
encouragement that should be extended to this growing interest, 
T leave to the decision of your enlightened deliberations. 
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The subject of River and Harbor Improvements is one in which 
our State has a vital interest, situated, as she fs, at the head of 
the two great natural channels of internal navigation, which pen- 
etrate to the heart of the continent—the Mississippi on the one 
hand, connecting us with the gulf of Mexico, and the lakes upon 
the other, leading to the Atlantic. By one or the other of these 
routes, the greater portion of the surplus products of our agricul- 
tural and mineral districts find their way to market. It is esti- 
mated, by persons competent to form an intelligent opinion, that 
the losses on the upper lakes slone, for the year 1856, reach the 
enormous aggregate of four millions of dollars, besides the de 
struction of many valuable lives, In the general sacrifice, Wis- 
consin, with the other Western States, has suffered largely. The 
Western States pay an important share of the indirect taxation for 


. the support of the General Government. None contribute more, 


in proportion to their population, none are more loyal in their de- 
votion to the general weal; and while the national coffers are 
confessedly overflowing with the accumulation of surplus treas- 
ures, it is but the dictate of common justice, that Congress should 
make liberal appropriations for the improvement of Western rivers 
and harbors, and the consequent greater security of life and 
property. I would therefore recommend that you memorialize 
that body upon this subject, asking for appropriations of this char- 
acter, commensurate with our wants, and our increasing com- 
merce. $ 

I herewith transmitto you the petition of Wm. H. Gil, R. D. 
Nichols, Walter Florentine, Gyrus B. Gleason, Elizur Hills, and 
Oliver Langworthy, setting forth that they were formerly citizens 
of this State; that having emigrated to Kansas Territory, they have 
been thrown into prison at Lecompton, upon charges of high crimes 
notwithstanding that their only offense has consisted in defending 
themselves and their property against a regularly organized band 
of armed marauders from the State of Missouri, who were engaged 
in the most unbridled exccsses; pillaging property, burning dwell- 
ings, and murdering the weak and defenseless. Upon the receipt 
of this petition, I addressed a letter to Governor Geary in behalf 


> 


@OVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 19 


of the petitioners, strongly urging him to use his influence in pro- 
tecting them against euch injustice. Since then, however, I haye 
learned nothing further respecting them. 

In .a.message addressed to your predecessors, during their ad- 
journed session, I had occasion to call attention to similar eut- 
rages, and I then suggested the propriety of the adoption of meas: 
ures for the protection of our citizens in the possession of their con- 
stitutional right to liberty and safe transit through any portion of 
our*common country. These renewed instances of lawless and 
wanton oppression, will justify me in again directing your attention 
to the subject. 

For the past few weeks a greater degree of quiet seems to have 
prevailed in that Territory. Pesce appears at least temporarily 
restored, and hopes are now entertained that citizens of this and 
other free States will hereafter be permitted to remain there in the 
prosecution of their lawful and legitimate business, secure from 
farther violence and rapine. This change is undoubtedly attribu- 
table in part to the manifest determination of the free States to 
protect their citizens who have settled in good faith in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, and in part to the aroused publicsentiment through. 
out the same portion of the Union, against the further extension 
of slavery. The present tranquility however, may be followed at 
any moment by new outbreaks. From those who seek’ to’ exclide 
free labor from that territery by the introduction of African slavery, 
we have nothing to hope. Ifby another effort they should deem 


it possible to accomplish this cherished purpose, the attempt will 


be made and the disturbances and violences of the past renewed. 
In my judgment, therefore, duty, as well as prudence, demand that 
we stand fully up to the position we have already . assumed, and 
hold ourselves in readiness to render all Constitutional aid, within 
our power, to such of our citizens as have become peaceable and 
bona fide settlers in Kansas, whenever the General Government 
shall fail to afford them adequate protection. An outspoken and 
settled determination on the part of the free States, not to swétve 
in the maintenance of this position, i is the surest guarantee of peace 
and freedom in Kansas. 
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I cannot allow this occasion to pass without repelling the gross- 
ly unjust imputations cast upon the people of this, in common with 
those of a majority of the free States, by the present Chief Mag- 
istrate of the Republic, in his late annual message. A large ma- 
jority of the electors of Wisconsin, stand charged by him with 
hostility to other portions of the Union-; with a desire to interfere 
with the domestic institutions of other States; and with partici- 
pating in a revolutionary movement, the object of which, is attain- 
able only by the path of civil strife, and which would inevitably 
lead to the disruption of the count:y. The mildest language I can 
apply tosuch charges is, to pronounce them most unjust, and un- 


_ warrantable. No state is more fondly attached to the Union, than 


our own; no people more loyal to the Constitut’ on, or more serup- 
ulous in their regard for the rights of others, than those of Wis- 
consin. It is true that they have differed from the President on 
important questions of national policy ; but that opinion has been 
honestly and conscientiously entertained, and I feel it my duty to 
characterize the sweeping allegations of the President, in his mes- 
sage, in this respect, as ill-timed, undignified, and untrue. 


A succession of bountiful harvests and a continued prosperity 
in all departments of legitimate industry, have tended to produce 
a general relaxation from the rules of rigid economy, and Jed to 
unnecessary extravagance in the administration of the affairs of 
the State. This tendency should be guarded against, and the 
expenses of the State government retrenched in every practicable 
and proper manner. Generous provisions should be made for the 
support of our charitable institutions ; an enlightened and liberal 
policy should be adopted in regard to the educational interests ; 
while the State should pay her officers an ample compensation for 
their services, in the form of a fixed and determinate salary, at 
the same time cutting off all perquisites, and holding them to a 
strict accountability. 


The following statistics are interesting, as exhibiting the rapid 
increase of our population : 
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In 1886, our population was - - - - - 11,683 
“ 1840, : -_ © » = = «6 80,945 
1846, 2 - - - - - - 155,277 
“ 1850, “ -= o 805,391 
« 1855, x T WS E 552,109 


The number of votes polled at the last general election was, in 
round numbers, 120,000. With this basis for an estimate, taking 
into consideration the large immigration during the past year, not 
represented in the vote at the recent election, the present popula- 
tion, at this time, cannot be less than 750,000, and, in 1860, will 
not fall short of 1,000,000. 

Wisconsin, although among the youngest members of the con- 
federacy, already takes a high rank, not only in material wealth 
and prosperity, but in the intelligence and enterprise of her citi- 
zens. The liberal spirit of our Constitution and laws, invites im- 
migration. Free labor, undegraded by competition with slave 
labor, is asserting upon our fertile prairies and amid our receding 
forests, its beneficent results. Under these genial auspices, our 
progress in the future promises to be even more marked and ra- 
pid than in the past ; and the day now seems not far distant, when, 
in agricultural and mineral wealth, in commercial advantages, in 
. educational facilities, and all that tends to make us truly great and 
prosperous as aState, we shall be among the first in the Union. ' 

COLES BASHFORD. 

Mapon, January 15, 1857. 


